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Though she had to quit as head of Kerala Women’s
Commission last week following widespread protests

against remarks made by her towards a victim of domestic
violence, M C Josephine, the CPI(M) leader found herself
in another controversy on Monday.

Ace athlete Mayookha  Johny, national record holder  in
triple jump, held a press meet at Thrissur on Monday and
alleged that Josephine tried to hush up a sexual assault case
that happened in 2016  to save the  hunter. “The Police to
whom we complained showed scant regard to us following
the interference of Josephine and since then the hunter has
been threatening the victim,” said Johny. The athlete said that
the victim was a close friend of her.

“The incident happened in 2016. Johnson, the accused,
has been tormenting my friend for quite some time.
Though she saved herself on many occasions from the
marauding Johnson, he once trespassed into her house and
molested her. The man also filmed the victim in compro-
mising position.” Said Mayookha.

The victim filed a complaint against Johnson immedi-
ately after the incident. But the police, though kind enough
to assure the victim of all possible help, Josephine who was
a close friend of the accused entered the scene and hushed
up the case. “Even after this, he continued to threaten the
victim and tried to misbehave with her as he had the tacit
support of Josephine,” charged Mayookha Johny.  

Though Josephine was removed from the post of
Chairperson of the Womens Commission, she continues to
be the member of the Central Committee of the CPI(M), the
elite and apex policy decision making body of the party. The
membership of the Central Committee of the CPI(M) is a
coveted position because of the vast international contacts
offered by the august body.
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The ruling CPI(M) in Kerala is facing
charges of protecting and safeguarding

‘professional gold smugglers’ in the State for
the services rendered by the latter in cash,
kind and other means.

The recent seizure of smuggled gold by
the Customs Dept from Kozhikode
International Airport has opened a pando-
ra’s box for the CPI(M). Leaders of the party
declared that the CPI(M) would keep off peo-
ple with track records of gold smuggling and
criminal activities.

But all those who have been identified
with gold smuggling are the ones who act as
cyber warriors and professional musclemen
of the party with links to top leadership. Arjun
Ayanki and Akash Thillankeri, two young
activists of the CPI(M) who have been named
by the Customs Department have issued a
threat to the CPI(M) leadership for dump-
ing them at this hour of crisis. Arjun
Ayanki’s social media page is full of pho-
tographs featuring him  with top CPI(M)
leaders including Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan. Last week’s road accident near
Kozhikode airport which claimed the lives
of five passengers in an over speeding car led
the Customs and Police officials to another

group which was giving the former a chase.
“The race between the two groups from
Palakkadu and Kannur were for the gold
worth crores of rupees smuggked in through
Kozhikode. But they were ignorant of the
seizure of the smuggled gold made by the
Customs officials on duty,” said a Customs
officials. According to high ranking Customs
officials in Kerala, Kozhoikode has become
the epicentre of gold smuggling and the oper-
ators enjoy political patronage. “There is a
CPI(M) fraction in the Customs Department
which make matters for us,” said another
Customs official who referred to the attempt
on the life of Sumit Kumar, Preventive
Commissioner, Customs in the month of
February. The case was hushed up by polit-
ical leaders despite Kumar’s open announce-
ment that his life was in danger.  

Akash Thillankery , in his social media
post, has issued a warning to the party’s
Kannur district for dumping the duo fol-
lowing the seizure of gold and related inci-
dents. “I as a dedicatred worker of the Left
brand of politics is doing all that I could do
to strengthen anti-Fascist forces. But the
recent announcement by the district leader-
ship of the CPI(M) that  the party would keep
off such people is like dumping us after
exploiting our services. 
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Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha on Monday paid his

obeisance at the Holy Cave
Shrine of Shri Amarnathji.

The Lt Governor, who is
also the Chairman of the Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board,
accompanied by the senior offi-
cers from Army, Civil adminis-
tration, Police and the Shrine
Board, performed puja at the
shrine.

“May the divine blessings of
Lord Shiva ensure good health
and happiness in everyone's life
and bless us with strength to
overcome the ongoing health cri-
sis”, prayed the Lt Governor.  

The Lt Governor was
accompanied by Lt Gen DP
Pandey, General Officer
Commanding (GOC) 15 Corps;
Pandurang K Pole, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir; Dr.

Piyush Singla, Deputy
Commissioner Anantnag; Abdul
Jabbar, DIG South Kashmir
Range (SKR);  Anup Kumar
Soni, Additional Chief Executive
Officer, SASB besides officers of
Army, Police, CRPF & Shrine
Board.

The annual pilgrimage tes-
tifies to the tradition of the
wonderful cultural syncretism of
Jammu & Kashmir. 

But, considering the ongoing
situation due to Covid-19 pan-
demic, Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
has been cancelled. 

KOCHI: On the eve of his
retirement from Indian Police
Service, Loknath Behra, Chief
of Kerala Police made a star-
tling disclosure. “Kerala has
become the largest recruiting
centre of terrorist organisa-
tions. This is because of the
high literacy rate among the
youth in the State. The terror-
ist organisations prefer to
recruit educated perons for
the anti-national activities,”
Behra told media persons in his
customary interaction before
demitting office.

Orissa born Behra is the
longest serving police chief in
Kerala having taken up the job
in 2016.  He was responding to
a query on the influence wield-
ed by the Islamic State (IS) in
Kerala. “The instances of edu-
cated youth joining the terror-
ist organisation has to be
viewed seriously. These organ-
isations will not hesitate to go
to any extent to charm the edu-
cated and make them join the
dreaded outfits. There are any
number of persons who have
joined them from Kerala,” said
Behra. PNS
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The family of a Special Police Officer
(SPO) of Jammu & Kashmir Police was

wiped out by a group of Jaish-e- Mohammad
terrorists  late on Sunday night at
Hariparigam Tral in the Awantipora area of
South Kashmir's Pulwama district.

Meanwhile, a top Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
commander Nadeem Abrar, who was
involved in several attacks on security
forces and civilians in Kashmir, was arrest-
ed on Monday. “Top LeT commander
Nadeem Abrar arrested. He was involved in
several killings. Big success for us,” IGP
Kashmir zone Vijay Kumar said in a tweet.

According to police, Abrar was involved
in the killing of three Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel at Lawaypora ear-
lier this year

Meanwhile, a fresh encounter also
broke out between security forces and ter-
rorists in the Parimpora area of the city here
on Monday in which one CRPF Sub
Inspector received injuries on his arm.

According to a police spokesman the
martyred SPO from Hariparigam Tral has
been identified as Fayaz Ahmad.   Wife of
a martyred SPO, Raja Begum also suc-

cumbed late Sunday night while their
daughter, Rafia, died early Monday morn-
ing in the hospital.

According to a police spokesman, at
least 2-3 terrorists had barged inside the
home of a SPO and fired indiscriminately.
His wife and daughter also received critical
injuries and were rushed to the nearby hos-
pital. Inspector General of Police, Kashmir
range Vijay Kumar Monday visited the res-
idence of the SPO and expressed sympathies
with the bereaved family members and
assured them that the terrorists involved in
this barbaric act will be neutralised soon

Interacting with the media after meet-
ing the family of the martyred cop Kumar
said Jammu and Kashmir Police have been
working at the forefront of anti-terrorist
operations.

“Last night, two terrorists, who seemed
to be foreign terrorists, fired on one of our
SPOs. When his wife and daughter came to
rescue him, they fired on them too. They
were taken to the hospital where they suc-
cumbed to their injuries. We are saddened
by this incident. We will identify and neu-
tralise them soon. There is a Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) in this area and it must
be them,” said the IGP.
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KOCHI: In a rare gesture, hitherto unseen or
unheard in Kerala, Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan on Monday called on the parents of
Vismaya, the young bride who was found dead
under mysterious circumstances in her husband’s
house last week.

The Governor drove down to Vismaya’s house
at Kollam and consoled her parents and brother
who could not control their tears when they
recounted everything to the former. Governor
Khan told Vismaya’s parents that he stands by
them and they are free to call on him for any help.
“Vismaya, though I have not seen her, was like
my own daughter. It is as a mark of my respect
to those girls who lost their lives because of dowry
harassment that I have come here,” said the
Governor. He spent more than 20 minutes with
Vismaya’s family members . After coming out of
the meeting, the Governor set aside all protocols
and spoke to the media. “There are laws and leg-
islations against dowry. But still we see many
unfortunate incidents like the young girls losing
their lives because of harassment. The youth of
this country, especially the media, should inten-
sify their campaign against dowry, a social evil,”
the Governor told the waiting reporters. PNS
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD)’s latest data

shows Central Delhi has recorded
just 8.5 mm rainfall this monsoon
season so far and is the second-
most rain-deficient district in the
country. The rain deficit in Kistwar
district of Jammu & Kashmir is the
largest in the country. It has record-
ed 5 mm precipitation against the
normal of 68.4 mm— a shortfall of
93 per cent. 

Meanwhile weak monsoon
conditions are expected to contin-
ue over most parts of the country
until first week of July. This break
monsoon will adversely impact the
agriculture. This will also bring hot
and humid weather conditions in
north and northwest India.

According to the IMD, Central
Delhi has received only 8.5 mm

rainfall against the normal of 53.3
mm since June 1— a deficiency of
84 per cent. In the national capital,
East Delhi has received 19.2mm
rainfall against the normal of
53.3mm – a dearth of 64 per cent.
Northeast Delhi has gauged
20.7mm rainfall, which is 61 per
cent below normal, and South
Delhi got 22.2 mm – 58 per cent less
than normal.  Southwest Delhi
and New Delhi have recorded 29.6
mm and 27.7 mm rainfall so far --
50 per cent below their respective
normal rainfall. North Delhi has
received 37.7 mm rainfall – 33 per
cent less than normal – and
Northwest Delhi 29.8 mm rainfall
– 22 per cent below the average pre-
cipitation. Only West Delhi has
received normal rainfall so far –
53.5mm against the average of
52.9mm.

June 1 to September 30 is offi-

cially considered the monsoon sea-
son in India. The IMD on Monday
said Delhi and nearby areas in
northwest India will have to wait for
another week for their first mon-
soonal showers.

"Prevailing meteorological con-
ditions, large scale atmospheric
features and the forecast wind pat-
tern by dynamical models suggest
that no favourable conditions are
likely to develop for further advance
of southwest monsoon into remain-
ing parts of Rajasthan, west Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi and Punjab during the next
six to seven days," the IMD said in
a statement.

The weak monsoon is expect-
ed to impact kharif sowing season.
According to a private weather
forecaster Skymet, break monsoon
conditions are expected from June
29. 
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Having factored the anticipated “third
wave” of Covid-19 in the State, the

Maharashtra Government is gearing itself
to administer 15 lakh doses per day.

Speaking at a function organised to a
dedicated Covid centre built by the stare-
MMRDA to the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC), chief
minister said: “In anticipation of the
third Covid-19, we have to take extra pre-
cautions. Given that the incidence of Delta
Pluc Covid-19 infections is increasing, we
need to follow Covid-19 norms strictly.
Keeping this in mind, we are making
preparations to increase the vaccinations
to 15 per day”.

The Covid-19 centre that the
MMRDA has developed at Malad in north
Mumbai has 2,170 beds. Of these 2170
beds, 1,536 are Oxygen beds, while the 190
ICU beds. Similarly, there are 200 Oxygen
beds for children, while 50 beds are pae-
diatric ICU beds. Uddhav said that in addi-
tion to the Jumbo Covid-19 centre set up
at Malad, the state govrrnment was plan-
ning to new jumbo Covid-19 centres in
Kanjurmarg, Sion, Worli and also increase
the number of beds in existing jumbo cen-
tres at NSCI Worli, NESCO Goregaon and
Richardson & Cruddas Byculla to ensure
that there are no shortages. The Chief
Minister said that though the Government
plans new jumbo centres in Kanjurmarg,
Sion, Worli and increase the number of
beds in existing jumbo centres at NSCI
Worli, NESCO Goregaon and Richardson

& Cruddas Byculla to ensure that there are
no shortages 

The Chief Minister said that though
beds may be going empty, the second
wave had still not subsided in the past
nearly five months. 
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President Ram Nath Kovind, who took a
train ride Delhi Lucknow via Kanpur by

the special Presidential Express Train, on
Monday lauded the Indian Railways for pro-
viding easy transportation across the length
and breadth of the country. In a note he
penned in the Indian Railways' visitors'
book, Kovind also said he and his family
were "extremely impressed" by the train
journey.

Kovind, who is on a five-day visit to his
home state Uttar Pradesh, arrived at the
Charbagh railway station around noon. He
was received by Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, state ministers and a large num-
ber of senior officials and public represen-
tatives.

After his journey, the president wrote
in the visitors' book of the Indian Railways,
praising the national transporter. "My good
wishes to the Indian Railways, which pro-
vides easy and convenient transportation
from the inaccessible mountain ranges of
the Himalayas to the sea coast of
Kanyakumari and from the green land of
northeast India to the deserts in western
Gujarat. By undertaking a happy and pic-
turesque train journey after a long time from
Delhi to Kanpur and then to Lucknow, I and
my family are extremely impressed," Kovind
wrote in the visitors' book.

"During this memorable journey, I had
the pleasant experience of meeting my old
friends and relatives in Rura and Jhijhak. I
am confident that the Indian Railways, as
the preferred daily transport service for
crores of Indians, will maintain its leading
position in rail services across the world. My
thanks and good wishes to the entire team
involved in serving the Indian Railways," he
said.
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New Delhi: More than 40 per cent of
the fragile Kumaun Himalaya is sus-
ceptible to permanent displacement in
case of earthquake of magnitude
ranging from 7 to 8.6 Mw, warns a new
study by a team of Scientists from the
Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology,
Dehardun, an autonomous institute
under the Department of Science and
Technology (DST).

The scientists had carried out a
probabilistic assessment of co-seismic
landslides for the Goriganga valley
located in the Kumaun Himalaya as it
lies in the highest seismically active
zone of the seismic zoning map of
India. This research has been pub-
lished in the ‘Bulletin of Engineering
Geology and the Environment’ recent-
ly.

Several studies suggest that this
region is prone to a great future
earthquake of 8.0Mw or greater. The
team of Scientists including Sandeep
Kumar, Vikram Gupta, Parveen
Kumar & Y. P. Sundriyal estimated the
Newmark permanent displacement,
which provides the distribution of pre-
dicted slope failure in the area.

It was found that more than one-
third of the area was vulnerable to the
co-seismic landslide and that earth-
quakes of magnitudes 7.0, 8.0, and 8.6
(Mw) might moderately damage the
area of about 1459 km2, 1256 km2,
and 1134 km2 in the study region,
respectively.

This work is the first of its kind in
the Himalayas region, in which earth-
quake-induced landslides have been
explored in view of future major to
great probabilistic earthquakes, said a
scientist from the DST. PNS

�����#�#�!���7
��� �+&�"+7�(

As lakhs of students across the country
wait for the announcement of the dates

for the revised schedule of the JEE Main
2021 and NEET 2021 entrance exams, the
National Testing Agency (NTA) under the
Ministry of Education (MoE) is likely to
make an announcement in this regard by
the end of this week.

MoE sources said a review meeting was
convened on Monday on the issue of
pending JEE and NEET. “The present tim-
ing could be conducive for the conduct of
entrance tests before the country is hit by
a probable third wave of the corona pan-
demic, the participants deliberated,” sources
said adding the JEE Main pending exams
will be held be July end and August begin-
ning and the JEE Advanced is likely to be
scheduled for August end or September
beginning.

The NEET UG exam conducted for
admission in MBBS, BDS, BAMS, BSMS,
BUMS, and BHMS courses will also be
announced simultaneously to end the
speculations and anxiety within the aspi-
rants, parents, institutions and all other

stakeholders related to the professional
courses.  

Sources said Education Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal was scheduled to inter-
act with candidates and parents over the
subject last week on social media but he
ended up by conveying only a recorded
message on the suggestions of MoE officials.
“There was nothing concrete and there
could have been a deluge of queries on JEE
and NEET which the Ministry was not pre-
pared to answer. This could have further
raised the anxiety of the candidates,” said
the sources.

While the entrance schedule is yet to be
notified, the admission brochure of the IIT
entrance - JEE Advanced — has already
been released by this year’s nodal institute
–IIT Kharagpur.  This year’s JEE and
NEET were postponed twice due to the pre-
vailing pandemic situation in the country.
The JEE Advanced was earlier scheduled to
be held on July 3 but it too was postponed.
The decision comes in the wake of a MoE
directive to offer the relaxation as several
students had claimed that they could not
appear for the IIT entrance exam last year
due to the lockdown imposed by the state

governments due to pandemic.
As per the IIT brochure released on

Sunday while most rules remain as it is,
some eligibility and admission rules keep-
ing the pandemic in mind have been
tweaked. Along with the JEE Main 2021
qualifying candidates, those who were eli-
gible to appear for JEE Advanced 2020 but
failed to appear in the exam will now be
allowed to appear for the IIT entrance.

“This is a one-time measure valid only
for JEE-Advance 2021. These candidates will
be considered in addition to and not as part
of the total number of candidates who
would qualify from JEE-Mains 2021 for
appearing in JEE-Adv 2021,” as per the
brochure. Till last year, an IIT aspirant had
to score 75 percent or more in the class 12
board exams as mandatory eligibility for the
JEE-Advance, but for this year the criteria
has been relaxed considering the complete
scrapping of the class 12 Board exams this
year. 

However, candidates should have
appeared and cleared their class 12 exams
and should be among the top 2.5 lakh suc-
cessful candidates including all categories
in JEE-Mains 2021, read the brochure.
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Mumbai:The Covid-19 deaths dropped
to 287 while the infections went down to
6,727, even as 10,812 patients were dis-
charged after full recovery from various
hospitals in the State.

A day after the State logged 405
deaths and 9,974 infections in the state,
Maharashtra witnessed the deaths drop
by 118, while new cases went down by
3247.

Of the deaths reported on Monday,
there were 101 current fatalities, while 186
were “old and hither-to unaccounted”
deaths, which have been added to the state
total Covid-19 toll as part of the ongoing
reconciliation process.

As 10,812 patients were discharged
from the hospitals across the State after
full recovery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals since the
second week of March last year increased
from 57,90113 to 58,00925.  The recov-
ery rate in the State rose from  95.91 pee
cent to 95.99 per cent.

The total “active cases” in the state
dropped from 1,22,252 to 1,17,874. The
fatality rate in the State rose from 2 per
cent to 2.1 per cent.  
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